The Marchioness of Bristol, who was in the chair, dwelt upon the work done by district nurses amid the rural population and pointed out the laborious nature of the lives they had to lead in consequence of the scattered population and the distances they had to traverse when visiting their patients. Another difficulty which had to be faced by country nurses was the lack of many necessaries such as would be found in most hospitals and in many private houses among the higher classes. For this work no better preparation could be had than a training in the slums; all nurses who were trained at Plaistow learned how to devise makeshifts. The rural population was also poor, and a district nurse could not expect to make a substantial income unless some of the richer neighbours assisted. If the income were not large it was plain that a nurse could not afford to undergo expensive training, which meant the sinking of capital for which she would get no return. The managers of the Plaistow Home held that six months' training was better than none at all, and their great point was that the training was good as far as it went.
Miss Robinson proposed a resolution commending the work done by the home in training women as midwives tomeet the requirements of the new Act, and referred at some length to the Midwives Act, which came into force on April 1st. She insisted that it was a matter of the utmost moment that a sufficient supply of properly-trained midwives should be ready to take the places of the untrained women who had hitherto acted as midwives, but who, by the provisions of the new Act, would be prohibited from doing so.
When it was borne in mind that more than half the births which took place were attended by midwives without the supervision of a doctor, it would be seen how necessary such a prohibition was. In very poor districts midwives were a necessity, the mothers being unable to afford a doctor. The hospitals were filled with women who were invalided for life from ignorance and harmful treatment at childbirth, and to this cause was due two-thirds of the cases of child-blindness.
Dr. Sanders, who seconded the resolution, mentioned that the report for l'J02 showed a total of 3,482 maternity cases attended, which was more than one-third of the whole number of births in the West Ham district. He paid a tribute to the excellent work done by the nurses during the small-pox epidemic.
A In 1511 at Venice swift death ovtrtco's Giorgione. His mistress died in his arms of plague, and he followed her to the grave in a few hours. All chroniclers seem to agree in the main with' this statement, though Eidolphi varies it a little by saying that the lady had first been untrue to him, and the treachery broke his heart and thus rendered him in his despairing state a more easy victim of the plague.
